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call. "Life is just too busy around here," he
commented. "You'd think that the clients would
wait until later in the day and be satisfied with
what the clerks downstairs can do for them. But
they like to bother me hoping I can fix it up when
the most popular gkls are occupied. But that is
all part of the business I guess," he sighed.
"But you want to know 'about the more inti-
mate life of the Shimbashi geisha ?" queried Mr.
Kubo. "Well, I'll tell you what I can, then you
had better go talk to some of the girls."
"In the first place, Shimbashi is not like other
districts. Many of the geisha come here of their
own volition. They are not contracted into the
profession by their parents against their will as in
some other districts where the house owners give
the parents all the way from 150 to 500 yen as a
loan, to be worked off by the gkls for whom they
contract. Because Shimbashi is at the top of the
profession, our gkls come from all over Japan.
Less important districts get mainly local girls.
It is every geishcfs dream to be a Shimbashi geisha,
Sometimes they come to us from other districts
after they have been freed from thek debts. In
other instances we buy up the contracts of suc-
cessful geisha in different districts just as we sell the
contracts of unsuccessful geisha- to less exacting